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Miyazawa Kenji and Nichiren Shonin (The Sage Nichiren)

ENDOH Hitoshi

Abstract

Nichiren Shonin was born on 27 January, 1222, in the village of Kominato. He declared that only the Lotus
Sutra contains the highest truths of Buddhism.

Kenji Miyazawa (27 August 1896 - 21 September 1933) was a Japanese novelist and poet. He was deeply
worshiping the Lotus Sutra and Nichiren Buddhism eagerly, and joined the Kokuchtkai, a Nichiren Buddhist
organization.

On the other hand , his father worshiped Jodo Shinshu, founded by Shinran Shonin (Saint Shinran). This
caused a severe religious conflict between Kenji and his father. As a result, Kenji suddenly left home and went to
Tokyo. At that time, Kenji was encouraged by one of the leaders of the Kokuchitikai to express the idea of the
Lotus Sutra in literature. This is a leading manuscript for recitation written for an event held in Fukuoka
Prefecture to commemorate 800th birthday.

This is a reading manuscript written for a big event held in Fukuoka Prefecture in commemoration of the 800th

anniversary of Nichiren Shonin’s birth.



